HESITATIONS
Lord Haldane is less at his ease; a humanist with thx head of an old cardinal by Tintoretto, with a brooding nature lit by sudden flashes. He has a weakness foi Germany; for that reason he has a better understanding of Germany's weaknesses. He knew Goethe. He hac studied philosophy in Gottingen, and planned a technica college for London on the Berlin model; then Kin^ Edward's faith in him put him at the head of the Wa: Office to enlarge England's small army and remode the General Staff on German lines. Thus destiny chos< him to forge arms against the country that he loved This seemed but to strengthen his determination not t< use his arms except in case of necessity, and two year previously he had returned from Berlin in some dejection having vainly offered an agreement on the scale and rat of naval construction, which was frustrated by Tirpitz In these negotiations, which were made more difficul for him by the lack of harmony between Emperoi Chancellor, and High Admiral, he had been disappointed not so much by the demands as by the men. He ha< offered understanding and found mistrust. Was it no inevitable that he should grow daily more unhapp; through this month of July ?
Paler still grew his friend Sir Edward Grey, th Foreign Minister, who for eight years past had bee: keeping not only England, but the whole Continen from plunging into war. This was the strangest characte of all the five. In him were mingled an Englishman' fears for his country, whose situation, dependent as i "W»$ for 80 per cent. of*its food supply on imports, an; "Wasr^TOist endanger, with a European outlook and Chttstkn wish to maintain a pacifist attitude (which n< statesman ia Europe could afford at that time, and whicJ Wfi &m policy, despite every good intention, was destine* gfwely to endanger).
*? nature, seldom seen in society, deprive* *** brotika: % terrible accidents; a love foreman (and Consequently a man o 88tttttde. Note by the Kaiser: "This is #11 b$sh,  and h erne out all right in the end of itself:'
